FAFSA Data by Demographic Characteristics
General Information and Data Definitions

General Information:

Variables and Answers Options: Most information is student-reported. The question order, phrasing, and available answer options may vary across application cycles and formats. As a general reference, however, the following reflect the question numbers from the 2015/16 PDF version of the FAFSA: Gender (Q21); Age (Q9); Grade Level Entering (Q29); Degree Pursuing (Q30); Parent Education Level (Q24 and Q25); Dependency Status (Q46 through Q58); Schools Listed (Q103); and Tax Filing Status (Q32 and Q80).

Cell Values: Unless indicated otherwise, cell values are counts of applicants. This covers all applications that have been submitted, including those that may require additional information or clarification before they are considered complete. Application completion times are reported as Minutes:Seconds. 

Application Cycle: Currently, applications can be submitted throughout an 18-month period for any one particular school year. That period begins January 1 of the first year of the application cycle (for example, beginning January 1, 2014, for the 2014/15 school year) and ends June 30 of the second year of the application cycle (for example, ending June 30, 2015, for the 2014/15 school year). Since application processing may occur on a date later than the date an application was submitted, applications can still be processed after the close of 18-month application cycle. Those volumes are generally negligible and are, therefore, added to the last reported quarter of the cycle (represented as “Q6+”)

Dates and Transaction Types: Figures reported under "Initial Application" are based on an applicant’s first submitted transaction. Calendar years and respective quarters are based on the process date for the initial application for each applicant. Figures falling under Q1, therefore, represent the number of initial applications processed January through March of the first year of the application cycle (for example, January through March of 2014 for the 2014/15 school year). Corrections (that is, subsequent transactions) can be made to those initial applications. The figures reported under "Final Transaction" are based on the last transaction on file for that cycle and applicant. 

Definitions:

Age: Calculated as of December 31 of the first year of the application cycle (for example, as of December 31, 2014, for the 2014/15 application cycle).

Parent Education Level: Parent Education Level based on whether none, one, or both parents report "College or beyond". Other, unknown, or missing information does not exclude applicants from these totals. 

Pell Eligibility Status: Pell Eligibility Status factors in application completion, general eligibility requirements, and Expected Family Contribution (EFC). Pell eligibility is required to receive a Pell award; however, not all students will ultimately receive that award.

Renewal Application Status: All first-time filers provide an original application. In subsequent years, return filers may be eligible to file a renewal application. There is no change in status between the initial transaction in a cycle and any subsequent corrections. Therefore, the values for last transaction are not applicable.

Source of Transaction: Initial applications are predominantly submitted through the FAFSA on the Web (FOTW) system. Corrections are commonly submitted via other sources such as through schools (for example, Web FAA or Electronic Batch). FAFSA on the Phone (FOTP) was introduced with the 2009/10 application cycle to submit initial applications; corrections can also be made through the Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC), and were available prior to that cycle. Additional sources not reported here include system-generated transactions.

Schools Listed: Beginning with the 2008/09 application cycle, online applicants could report up to ten postsecondary institutions on the FAFSA; prior to that, only six institutions could be listed. A small number of paper applications list no schools and these figures are added to those reporting one school. 

Tax Filing Status and IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) Usage: For dependent applicants, Tax Filing Status and IRS DRT Usage are based on parent values; for independent applicants, they are based on student values. Generally speaking, the IRS DRT is only available if filing online after early February of the first year of the application cycle. Eligibility to use the IRS DRT is determined by several factors such as recent marital status changes, amended tax returns, and so on. Among those eligible, users may opt in or out of using the IRS DRT to transfer data back to their application. The IRS DRT was launched with the 2010/11 application cycle beginning in Q3 of 2011. Therefore, data on IRS DRT usage is only reported beginning with the 2011/12 application cycle. Tax Filing Status alone is supplied for earlier application cycle, but is not available for the 2006/07 application cycle.

Application Completion Times: Application completion times based on web student online applications, which make up, for example, 99% of initial applications during the 2014/15 application cycle. Figures reported here are based on the initial application only; therefore, completion times for the last transaction are not applicable. The figures were first collected electronically during the 2010/11 application cycle.

FAFSA by Postsecondary School and State of Legal Residence Report Definitions
General Notes:

· Each report provides the count of Free Applications for Federal Student Aid (FAFSAs) received by the Central Processing System (CPS) from each school and each state for the designated quarter of an award year.
· Applicants can submit FAFSAs over an 18-month period for each school year.  For example, the FAFSA for the 2011-2012 award year is available from January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  As a result, the application reports include six quarters of data for each award year.  
· The total number of applications on these reports includes only initial transactions (including those that are rejected). Therefore, if a student makes a correction to add an additional school code and a subsequent transaction is created, that transaction would not be included. 

· These reports are run on a quarterly basis. The number of weeks in each quarter may vary by award year. Please keep that in mind if you use the data in the reports to perform a comparison between award years. 

FAFSA Data by School Reports
· These reports do not include a unique number of applications.  Instead, the report reflects how many FAFSAs were sent to each school.  Applicants can choose to send the information from their FAFSA to multiple schools.  
FAFSA Data by State Reports

· These reports reflect the number of applications by state of legal residence.  For independent students, the state of legal residence is determined by the students answer to the State of Legal Residence question.  Dependent students’ state of legal residence is determined by their parents’ state of legal residence as reported on the FAFSA.  
· Applicants who did not provide an answer to the State of Legal Residence question are recorded under “Not Available.”
· The applications reported on the state reports represent the unique number of FAFSAs received.  [image: image1][image: image2]
